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spread through poor hygiene caused by 
dirty water and unsanitary conditions. 
I could give all kinds of statistics. 

As the gentlelady from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) said, I was proud that 
in my hometown of Knoxville recently, 
the city council, at the urging of our 
great Mayor Bill Haslam, passed a 
proclamation in support of World 
Water Day. This was done without my 
knowledge, and so I am pleased that 
other people are helping to call atten-
tion to what is one of the most serious 
problems that this world faces today. 

And so I think that it is very appro-
priate that the Congress take up a res-
olution at this time, and I think that 
this will help lead to progress in this 
area, much, much needed progress; and 
I urge support for this resolution. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my good 
friend from Ohio, the distinguished 
chairman of the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Subcommittee on Domes-
tic Policy, Mr. KUCINICH. 

Mr. KUCINICH. I thank my friend, 
Mr. LANTOS. 

I rise as a proud cosponsor of this bill 
emphasizing the importance of water. 
Despite the availability of advanced 
and inexpensive water treatment tech-
nologies and despite an aggregate level 
of wealth that should preclude injus-
tice, one in six people in the world still 
lack access to safe drinking water. 
Global warming is expected to worsen 
the situation. 

At the same time, privatization of 
our scarce water supplies is also pro-
liferating. It drives up the price of a 
life-giving resource under the guise of 
making it cheaper. In its most egre-
gious form, bottled water companies 
overpump a valuable water supply, re-
stricting access to only those who can 
afford to pay more for water than for 
gas. 

I represent an area of Cleveland that, 
like many nearby cities, relies on Lake 
Erie for drinking water. During nego-
tiations by Great Lakes States over 
the conditions under which water could 
be withdrawn from Lake Erie and the 
surrounding Great Lakes, the bottled 
water industry slipped in their own 
language; it allowed exclusive, unlim-
ited access to Great Lakes water by 
their industry. By weakening the 
agreement in this way, it also paved 
the way for any corporation to have 
full access to the lakes, even at the ex-
pense of the public water supply. This 
is happening at a time when both water 
quality and quantity are expected to 
decline as a result of global warming. 

In Nottingham and Barrington, two 
small New Hampshire towns, a com-
pany called USA Springs is attempting 
to pump 310,000 gallons a day in an area 
populated with homes that get their 
water from small, private, household 
wells. The community is concerned 
about loss of their water supply, loss of 
water quality, degradation of nearby 
wetlands, but USA Springs is using 
their substantial resources to over-
whelm the community. The result is 

that this company, USA Springs, is 
now dangerously close to winning this 
battle it started in 2001. Similar battles 
are being fought in communities all 
over the country. 

The basic building blocks of life, like 
water, must be accessible by people be-
fore corporations and must be managed 
as a public trust, not reduced to a com-
modity. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my friend 
and neighbor from California, Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, chair-
woman of the Education and Labor 
Subcommittee on Workforce Protec-
tions. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise in support of the World 
Water Day resolution, H.R. 196, and I 
am proud to be a cosponsor of Con-
gressman BLUMENAUER’s resolution. 

The district I represent includes 
Marin and Sonoma Counties just north 
of San Francisco. My district is very 
ecologically diverse. In fact, we are 
putting new life into our wetlands, we 
are expanding our wetlands. We have 
wastewater treatment plants that 
make it possible for us to send our 
wastewater and use our wastewater to 
water our grapes, and we have one of 
the best grape growing counties in the 
country. 

In fact, in my very own backyard, my 
drip system that waters my yard is 
controlled by satellite because my 
town of Petaluma is experimenting. 
They picked 100 houses and asked us, 
would we let them use our drip systems 
as an experimental project; and it will 
indeed save me money and save water, 
I am sure. Along with that, many of 
our commercial and recreation activi-
ties in my district are focused around 
water. 

So even with programs like this 
throughout our country, throughout 
the world, we are squandering. We still 
squander this precious resource called 
water. 

World Water Day raises the profile of 
the issue. It means that we must keep 
on working, we must keep on paying 
attention to safe and sustainable water 
supplies, and we must make safe and 
sustainable water available without re-
gard to any economic or any political 
boundaries. 

Recently, there has been an entirely 
renewed attention to global warming, 
and with that, we are paying more at-
tention to our water resources and 
what we need to do to keep a safe and 
liveable world, not just for Americans, 
not just for Petalumans, but for every-
one. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 196. 

The question was taken. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 
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CONDEMNING RECENT VIOLENT 
ACTIONS OF GOVERNMENT OF 
ZIMBABWE AGAINST PEACEFUL 
OPPOSITION PARTY ACTIVISTS 
AND MEMBERS OF CIVIL SOCI-
ETY 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
100) condemning the recent violent ac-
tions of the Government of Zimbabwe 
against peaceful opposition party ac-
tivists and members of civil society, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 100 

Whereas in 2005 the Government of 
Zimbabwe launched Operation Muram- 
batsvina (‘‘Operation Throw Out the Trash’’) 
against citizens in major cities and suburbs 
throughout Zimbabwe, depriving over 700,000 
people of their homes, businesses, and liveli-
hoods; 

Whereas on March 11, 2007, opposition 
party activists and members of civil society 
attempted to hold a peaceful prayer meeting 
to protest the economic and political crisis 
engulfing Zimbabwe, where inflation is run-
ning over 3,000 percent and formal sector un-
employment stands at 80 percent and in re-
sponse to President Robert Mugabe’s an-
nouncement that he intends to seek reelec-
tion in 2008; 

Whereas opposition activist Gift Tandare 
died on March 11, 2007, as a result of being 
shot by police while attempting to attend 
the prayer meeting and Itai Manyeruke died 
on March 12, 2007, as a result of police beat-
ings and was found in a morgue by his family 
on March 20, 2007; 

Whereas under the direction of President 
Robert Mugabe and the Zimbabwe African 
National Union–Patriotic Front (ZANU–PF) 
government, police officers, security forces, 
and youth militia brutally assaulted the 
peaceful demonstrators and arrested opposi-
tion leaders and hundreds of civilians; 

Whereas Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) leader Morgan Tsvangarai was bru-
tally assaulted and suffered a fractured 
skull, lacerations, and major bruising; MDC 
member Sekai Holland, a 64-year old grand-
mother, suffered ruthless attacks at 
Highfield Police Station, which resulted in 
the breaking of her leg, knee, arm, and three 
ribs; fellow activist Grace Kwinje, age 33, 
also was brutally beaten, while part of one 
ear was ripped off; and Nelson Chamisa was 
badly injured by suspected state agents at 
Harare airport on March 18, 2007, when try-
ing to board a plane for a meeting of Africa 
Caribbean Pacific (APC) lawmakers in Brus-
sels, Belgium; 

Whereas Zimbabwe’s foreign minister 
warned Western diplomats that the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe would expel them if they 
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